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PSALM IxxXVil. 3. 


Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O city of 
God, Sclah. 


Q! OME think this Pſalm was written by Da- 
I vid, under a prophetic view of the tem- 
ple to be built by his ſon Solomon; others, 
that it was compoſed by one that returned 
from the Babyloniſh captivity, for the com- 
fort of thoſe that wept at the laying of 
the foundation of the ſecond temple : but 
let it be wrote by whom it will, or on 
whatſoever occaſion, it is pretty evident that 
the ſubject- matter of it is the church of God in 
goſpel-times, eſpecially in the latter day glory ; 
when there will be abundance of converts in the 
places herein mentioned, The title of the Sy- 

A 2 riac 


of 
riac verſion is, Concerning the redemption of 
Jeruſalem.“ It begins in a very abrupt mauner, 
as the Song of Songs does, with a relative with- 
out an antecedent ; His foundation is in the holy 
mountains : the foundation of the Lord which 
he has laid, who loveth the gates of Zion, and 
whole city is here ſpoken of, which is founded 
by him; or is foundation, the foundation of 
the city of God, the church, which comes to 
the ſame ſeuſe; for the church's foundation is 
the Lord's, being of his laying a. In alluſion 
to the foundations of Zion and Moriah, on 
which the temple ſtood, a type of the church; 
or to the mountains round about Jeruſalem, 
which alſo frequently ſignifies the church; this 
foundation is ſaid to be n the holy mountains, 
or mountains of holineſ; the purpoſes and de- 
crecs of God, thoſe mountains of braſs, Zech. 
vi. 1. particularly the decree of election, the 
foundation of God that Sands ſure, and is the 
ſource of all true holineſs ; likewite the cove- 
nant of grace, its bleſſings and promiſes, ſure 


a The Jewiſh writers connect theſe words with the title of the 
Pſalm, and make the ſenſe to be this; The foundation or argu- 
ment of it, the Pſalm, is concerning the holy mountains of Zion and 
: Jernſalum. So Aben Ezra, Jarchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech: 
the PFargum joins them together thus; “ By the ſons of Korah 
is faid a ſong that is faunded by the mouth of the fathers that 

te were of old,” 
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and immovable, and which provides both far 
internal and external holineſs; and eſpecially 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Rock of Ages, the ſure foun- 
dation laid in Zion, the Holy One of Iſrael, 
and the ſanctification of his people. 

It follows: The Lord loveth the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob ; he loves 
the church, which often goes by the name of 
Zion; and therefore he has choſen and founded 
it, and took up his reſt and reſidence in it; and 
he loves her gates, or public ordinances, and 
them that attend them, the work done by them, 
their prayers and praiſes, and exerciſe of graces, 
and every act of religious worſhip : and though 
he loves the droellings of Jacob, the private ha- 
bitations of his people, having fixed the bounds 
of them from eternity, and delighted in theſe 
habitable parts before they dwelt in them ; he 
loves the perſons that dwell there, and what is 
done in them, their cloſet and family-devotion 
yet he prefers public worſhip and ordinances to 


them, where he is more openly worſhipped, 


and by more: and which makes more for his 
manifeſtative glory: hence follow the words firſt 


read, Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O 


city of God ; which is not to be underſtood li- 
terally of the city of Jeruſalem, though great 
and honourable things might be ſpoken of that; 


| as 


x 
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as that it was a magnificent city, compact toge- 
ther, full of ſtately buildings, the metropolis of 
Judea, and the leat of the kings of Judah, and 
above all, the city of the great God ; where his 
temple ſtood, in which were many glorious 
things; where God was worſhipped, and he 
granted his preſence: and many glorious things 
hive been ſaid of it, and which have been ful- 
filled; as that the Meſſiah ſhould come into his 
_ temple, and give it a greater glory than the ſe- 
cond temple had, which he accordingly has 
done; here he preached his glorious doctrines, 
and wrought his glorious miracles ; near this 
place he ſuffered, died, was buried, roſe again, 
and aicended to heaven; and here he poured 
forth his holy Spirit, in an extraordinary man- 
ner; and from hence went forth the word of 
the Lord, and doctrine of the goſpel throughout 
all the earth : but rather this is to be underſtood 
fizuratively of the church of God, which is of- 
ten in Scripture compared to a City, and 1s a city 
of God's building, and where he dwells; the 
name of it ie, 7ehovah Shammah, the Lord 
gere b; of which glorious things may be 
ſaid; as that it is the city of the King of kings, 
its foundation is Chriſt, its walls and bulwarks 


b Ezek, xIviii. 35, 
are 
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are ſalvation, its gates praiſe ; here glorious or- 
dinances are adminiſtered, and glorious truths 
are preached ; and ſo the words may be ren- 
dered, as they are in the Syriac verſion, Glo- 
rious things are ſpoken in thee, O city of God. 
There are many glorious things which have been 
ſpoken of the church, which have been fulfilled 
already, in the firſt times of the goſpel; when 
there was an increaſe of it in Judea, and in the 
Gentile world; when the goſpel was ſpread, 
when the apoſtles triumphed in Chriſt, and dif- 
fuſed the ſavour of his knowledge in every 
place; when Chriſt went forth in their miniſtry, 
conquering and to conquer ; when paganiſm 
was demoliſhed, and Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed 
throughout the Roman empire : and ſo likewiſe 
many glorious things ſpoken of the church were 
accompliſhed at the time of the Reformation 
from Popery ; when goſpel-light broke forth 
and ſpread itſelf throughout ſeveral nations of 
Europe; but my intention is to give an account 
of the glorious things ſpoken of it, which yet 
remain to be fulfilled. 

In my two laſt anniverſary ſermons at this time 
of the year, I have touched upon future things, 
In the former d, I took notice of the ſeveral re- 


d Intitled, The Watchman's Anſwer to the Queſtion, What 
of the Night? on Ifa, xxi, 11, 12, 


volutions 


| Anſwer, on 1 Chron. xii, 32. 
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6 21 
volutions of nights and mornings, from early 
times to the end of the world, and thewed you 
the dark ſide of the cloud, and what. a diſmal 
flight we are now entering into. In the latter e, 
J pointed at thoſe things which Ifrael, or the 


people of God, - ought to do in the proſpect of 


ſuch times; and now I ſhall hold out unto you 
the bright fide of the cloud, and give you, in 
one view, an account of the glerious things ſpo- 
ken of the church of God in the latter day; 
and which will be accompliſhed both in the /p:- 
ritual reign, and inthe perſonal rergn of Chriſt 
which two are very diftin& things, and he at 
ſome diſtance from each other, and ought to be 
carefully diſtinguiſhed, and not confounded : 
by help of which diſtinction, we may better 
underſtar.d many prephecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment which are to be ranged under theſe dif- 
ferent heads. and to be referred to thete diſtinct 
periods of time ; which are. too often huddled 
and jumbled together by thoſe that hows and 


write of theſe things. And, 
I. I ſhall begin with the ſpiritual rewn off 


Chriſt ; by which I mean a future period of 


time eminent for ſpirituality ; for otherwiſe 


Chriſt now reigns, not only in heaven, at his 
e Called, The Practical Improvement of the Watchman's 


Father's 
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Father's right hand, where he muſt reign until 
$: all enemies are put under his feet, but alſo in 
the hearts ofhis people, by his Spirit and grace; 
p into which he enters, as the King of glory, 
cauſing the everlaſting doors to open to him; 
where he implants his grace, as a governing prin= 
ciple, ſets up his throne, and dwells there by 
faith, and erects a kingdom, which lies in righ- 
teouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; 
3 and here he reigns in a ſpiritual manner, and ſo 
8 he has done in all ages, and now does: but this 
> period of time I ſpeak of, will be remarkable for 

his ſpiritual preſence among his people ; when 
he will come down, in the communications of 
his grace, le rain upon the mowen graſs, as 
ſhowers that water the earth * ; when there will 
be a large and plentiful effuſion of his Spirit; 
when his people in general will be more ſpiri- 
tual in the temper of their ſouls, and in the 
frames of their minds; more ſpiritual and ſa- 
voury in their diſcourſes, and in the whole of 
their behaviour and converſation, and will emi- 
' nently worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth: not 
that they will arrive to a perfection of ſpiritu- 
ality ; though there will be a great deal of light 
and glory break out, yet there will be a mix- 


k Pal. Ixxii. 6. - 
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ture of darkneſs, UE and imperfection ; : 
in which this ſtate will differ from rhe perſo- 
nal reign of Chriſt, in the new Jeruſalem; of 
which it-is {aid 8, The gates of it ſhall not be ſt ut 
at all by day, for there ſhall be no night there; 
which of this ſtate is thus differently expreſſed h, 
Thy gates ſhall be open continually, they ſhall 
not be Mut day nor might : It will be only in 
the perſonal reign, that the church's ſun ſhall 
no more go down, neither all her moon with- 
draw itſelf'; when the Lord fhall be her ever- 
laſting light, and the days of her mourning 


all be ended i. In this ſpiritual reign, there 


will be the miniſtry of the word, for the con- 
verſion of ſinners, and the adminiſtration of or- 
dinances, for the comfort .and edification of 
faints; all which ſeppoſe an imperfe& tate : 
whereas in the perſonal reign there will be none 
of theſe things, nor any need of them, or uſe 
for them ; the new Jeruſalem church-ſtate will 
have no need of the ſun, neither of the moon 
to ſhinein it; no need of the goſpel, and goſ- 
pel-ordinances, to be adminiſtered, as now, for 
the light and comfort of the ſaints ; for the glory 
of God will lighten it, and the Lamb will be 


g Rev. xxi. 25. h Iſa. lx. 11. 
i Ifa. Ix. 20. 
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1 ]} 
the light thereof *. In the ſpiritual reign, the 
temple of God will be opened in heaven, and 
the ark of the teflimony will be ſeen in it!; pub- 
lic worthip will be ſet up and reſtored to its 
primitive purity ; but in the perſonal reign, or 
new Jeruſalem church-ſtite, no temple will 
be ſeen there; for the Lord God Almigh'y, and 
the Lamb, are the temple of it m. The ſpiritual 
reign of Chriſt will be on this earth as it now 18 
and the ſame natural and civil actions of life will 
be performed as now, as cating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, procreation of 
children, carrying on trade and commerce, and 
attention to the ſeveral callings and duties of 
civil life; neither of which will have a place in 
the perſonal reign : it is the preſent earth that 
will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord; 
the kingdoms of {his world, that will become 
Chriſt's, when his domznzon ſhall be from ſea 
to ſea, and from the river to the ends of the 
earth ®, as now lituated : whereas the ſcat of the 
perſonal reign will be the new heaven, and new 
earth, in which no ſea will be feen®; for at 
the perſonal appearance of Chriſt, the earth aud 
the heaven, that now are, will flee away. This 


ſpiritual reign of Chriſt will take place upon the 


2M Rev. xxi. 23. 1 Rev. x1. 19. m Rev. xxi. 22. 
n Iſa. xi. 9. Rev. xi. 15. Plal. Ixxii. 8. o Rev. xxi. I. 
| 3 2 riſing 
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riſing and aſcending of the witneſſes into heaven, 


which denotes a more-pure, ſpiitual, and hea- 


venly ſtate of the church ; it will be introduced 
upon the blowing of the tey-nth trumpet, when 
the kingdoms of this world ſhall be ſubjected to 
Chriſt, through the power of his Spirit aud grace 
accompanying his word; when the four and 
twenty elders, the repreſentatives of goſpel- 
churches, ſhall give him thanks, becauſe he has 
talen to himſelf his great power, and has reign- 
ed P: thi ſtate is no other than the Philadel- 
phian church-ſtate ; all that is ſaid of that church 
perſectly agrees with this, and which will fol- 
low upon the Sardiaa church-ſtate, in which 
we now are ; ſo that we may hope it is at hand ; 
and whereas the Laodiceen church-ſtate is be- 
twcen this and the perſonal reign of Chriſt, it 
appears that they are two diftin things, very 
different, and at ſome diſtance from each other. 
But to proceed, and take notice of the glorious 
things which ſhall be during this interval, or 
period of time. And, 

 1/}, The deſtruction of antichriſt is the grand 
leading event to the glories of this ſtate. "This 
is hinted at in the epiſtle to the church at Phi- 
ladelphia, the emblem of the ſpiritual reign ; it 
will be the laſt ſtruggle of the beaſt that will 


p Rey, Xl, 15, 16, 17. 
cauſe 


L141 


canſe that hour , temptation, which ſhall come 
upon all the world, to try the inhabitants of ita: 
when the ſeventh trumpet will be ſounded, 
3 which will bring on the ſpiritual kingdom of 
4 Chriſt throughout the world, he will deſroy 


them which deſtroy the earthr; meaning the Pa- 
1 piſts, who have deſtroyed the inhabitants of the 


1 earth with their falſe doctrine, ſuperſtitious | 
worſhip, and with thoſe bloody wars, murders, 
and maſſacres, they have been at the bottom of. 
And till this is done, the ſpiritual rezgn cannot 
take place, eſpecially in its full compais, and in 
all its branches; for ſo long as antichriſt reigns, 
the church will be more or leſs in an afflicted 
ſtate : the dates of the church's troubles, and of 
the reign of autichriſt are alike, and will expire 
together: the power given to the beaſt, is to 
continue forty and two months; and ſo long 
the holy city, or church, is to be trodden under 

foot; and ſo long the witneſſes will prophecy iu 
ſackcloth, even one thouſaud two hundred and 
threeſcore days, which are equal to forty-two 
months; wherefore there can be no truly good 
and happy days, till theſe dates are ended. 

The deſtruction of antichriſt will be by the 
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F Spirit of Chriſt's mouth, and the brightneſs of 
3 his coming; that is, by his coming in a ſpiritual 
3 q Rev. iii. 10. r Rev. xi. 18. s 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. 
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way: or through the word of his mouth, his 
goſpel attended by his Spirit and power; which 
will ſhine out with fo much luſtre, ſplendor, 
light, and glory, as will chaſe away the dark- 
neſs of Popery, and enlighten the minds of peo- 
ple, to ſee into all th? fopperies, abſurdities, 
and wickedneſs of that religion, and cauſe them 
to caſt it off: yea, even to open the eyes of the 
kings and princes ct the carth, to behold and 
loath the abominations of the whore of Rome, 


they have commited fornication with; and fill 


them with wrath and indignation agaiuſt her, as 
to hate her, make her bare and delolate, and 
burn her with fire t. 

This work will be greatly effected by the 
pouring out the ſeven vials of God's wrath, or 
the mflicting the ſeven laſt plagues upon the an- 
tichriſtian ſtates, upon the weltern and eaſtern 
antichriſt, the Pope and Turk; who muſt be 
both removed, to make way for the ſpiritual 
reign of Chriſt, Theſe ſeven vials will be 
poured out, or thoſe plagues inflicted by Angels; 
by whom we are to underſtand proteſtant kings, 
and princes, and generals of armies ; and theſe 
will be given them by one of the fiiſt of the four 
beajis, or living creatures, the emblems of gol- 
pel-miniſters ; who having ſome notice of the 

t Rev. xvii. 16. 
| time 
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time of an8rift's deſtruction being at hand, 


will ſtir up and animate the chriſtian princes and 


potentates, to take this work in hand; and who 
are therefore ſaid to go forth from the temple, 
the church, the place of divine and ſpiritual wor- 
ſhip, and where they themſelves are worſhipers; 
and from thence they have orders to go forth and 
do their work u. 

The firſt five of theſe vials concern the weſt- 
ern antichriſt, and his dominions; between 
which, and the trumpets, there is a great cor— 
reſpondence, though they reſpect different times 
and perſons. The fir vial will be poured out 
upon /e earth, and deſigns thoſe Popiſh coun= 
tries which are upon the continent, as France 
and Germany, eſpecially the latter; and as the 
firſt trumpet brought the Goths into Germany, 
ſo the firſt vial will bring great diſtreſs upon the 
Popith party in the empire, and iſſue in a refor- 
mation from Popery. The ſecond vial will be 
poured out upon the /ea, and may intend the 
maratime powers belonging to the ſce of Rome, 
particularly Spain and Portugal ; and as the ſe- 
cond trumpet brought the Vandals into theſe 
places, fo this vial will affect the ſame, and 
bring wars and deſolations into them, and make 
a change in their religion. The Zhrrd vial will 

u Rev, xv. 1. 6, 7. and xvi. 1. 
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be poured out upon the rivers, and fountdint 
of water. which may point to thoſe places adja- 
cent to Nome, as Italy and Savoy; and as the 
third trumpet brought the Huns into thoſe parts, 
ſo this vial will bring in large armies hither, 
which will cauſe much blood ſhed, and a great 
revolution in church and ſtate, The fourth 
vial will be poured out upon the ſun, which 
muſt denote ſome perſon, or perſons of great 
dignity and influence ; and as the fourth trumpet 
brought deſtruction upon the emperor of Rome, 
the ſun of the empire, and upon governors un- 
der him, ſignified by the moon and ſtars; this 
vial will bring on the ruin of the Pope of Rome, 
the ſun of the antichriſtian empire, with all 
his cardinals, biſhops, prieſts, Sc. The ji/t/h 
vial will be poured out upon the ſeat of the beaſt, 
which is Rome, the ſeat that the dragon, the 
devil, gave to the beaſt, and will produce great 
darkneſs in his kingdom ; though as yet it will 
not be utterly deſtroyed, which is reſerved to 
the ſeventh vial. Now theſe ſeveral vials, as 
they will be ſo many plagues on the weſtern an- 
tichriſt, and make ſo many breaches and ruins 
upon his ſtates and dominions, ſo they will be 
ſo many gradual ſteps to the advancement of 
the glory and kingdom of Chriſt, and iſſue in the 


reformation of theſe places from Popery. The 
fexth 
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fixth vial will be poured out on the river Eu- 


phirates, which deſigns the Turkiſh em; fre, in 
the midſt of which that river is; and as (ae fixth. 
trumpet let looſe the four angels, or heads of the 

Ottoman family into Europe, ſo this vial af- 
fects the ſame empire, and brings deſtruction 
ou it, ſignified by the drying up the waters of 
that river, as Babylon's deſtruction is expreſſed, 
by the drying up of her ſea, Jer. li. 36. which 
will make way for the kings, or kingdoms of 
the eaſt, the kingdoms of Perſia and Tartary, 
and others, to receive and embrace the Chriſtian 
religion: this is the ſecond, or. Turkiſh woe, 
which ſhall paſs away ; when the kingdoms of 
this world will become Chriſt's, and his domi- 
nion will be from ſea to fea, from the Mediter- 
ranean ſea to the Perſian ſea; and from the river 
Euphrates to the ends of the earth. The e- 
venth vial will be poured out upon the air, the 
whole kingdom of Satan, in all the branches of 
it, who is the prince of the power of the air 
and this vial will clear the whole world of all 
the remains of Chriſt's enemies, Pagan, Papal, 
or Mahometan, which the other vials left, or 
did not reach w; and now will Chriſt's king- 


w See more of theſe vials in my Expoſition of the 15th and 
16th chapters of the Revelation; and Bedford's Notes on Kids 
ger's Demonſtration of the Methah, part 3. p. 41, 42. 
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dom be in its' full glory, Now the Heathens, 
Papiſts, Pagans, and Mahometans, will periſh 
out of his land, and theſe ſorts of ſinners will be 
conſumed out of the earth, and ſuch wicked ones 
will be no more x. 

It may be obſerved, that there is a great like- 
neſs between theſe vials and the plagues of 
Egypt ; the noiſome ſore on men under the firſt 


vial agrees with the plague of boils and blains 


on man and beaſt ; the ſea, rivers, and foun— 
tains of waters, being turned into blood, under 
the ſecond and third vials, are the ſame with 
the plague which in like manner affeQed the 
waters of Egypt; the beaſt's kingdom being full 
of darkneſs, under the fourth vial, much reſem- 
bles the groſs and thick darkneſs the Egyptians 
were in for ſome days; and under the fifth vial 
there is a manifeſt reference to the frogs that 
plagued Pharaoh and his court; and the great 
hail-ſtorm under the ſeventh vial bears ſome 
reſemblance to the plague of hail. And this 
obſervation may confirm the application of theſe 
vials or plagues to the great city, which is ſpi- 
ritually called Egypt and Sodom : and it may 
be alſo obſerved, that as the plagues of Egypt 
were very quick one upon another, ſo it may 
be thought that thoſe vials, when once they be- 


* Pal. x. 18. and civ. 36s 
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gin pouring, will ſoon be poured out ; God will 
make a ſhort work in righteouſneſs upon the 


enemies of his church: as yet, I take it, none 


of them are poured out; though ſome great and 
learned men have ſo thought; as yet there have 
been no ſuch devaſtations on the continent, as in 
France and Germany, as to produce the above 
effects; nor in the countries of Spain and Por- 
tugal ; nor in Italy and Savoy, and the like 
places near Rome; nor in the ſeat of the beaſt, 
Rome itſelf; nor on the Pope and his cardinals ; 
the river Euphrates is not dried up; the Otto- 
man empire is yet in being; the Turkiſh woe 
is not paſſed away; and much leſs the world 
cleared of all the enemies of Chriſt and his 
church; no, before this work is done, the qgter 
court muſt be given to the Gentiles, and the wit- 
neſſes muſt be lain, Had they begun to be 
poured out at the time of the Reformation, as 
ſome have thought, in all likelihood they would 
have been finiſhed before now ; and antichriſt 
would have been deſtroyed, and better times 
than we are now in, would have ſucceeded : 


but, however, this we may be aſſured of, that 
as the plagues in Egypt iſſued in the deſtruction 
of Pharaoh, and in the deliverance of the Iſrael- 
ites, ſo theſe vials will end in the ruin of anti- 
chriſt, and in the ſalvation of the church of 

C3 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, As ſoon as theſe things will take place, 
nay, as ſoon as you hear of thoſe ſeven plagues, 
immediately you hear of perſons on a ſea of 
.glaſs, triumphing over antichriſt, having the 
harps of God, and ſinging the ſong of Moſes 
and the Lamb y; and no {ooner is it ſaid, that E 
Babylon is fallen, but voices are heard in hea- 


ven, aſcribing ſalvation, glory, honour, and 
power to God, for his judgments on the great b 
whore; declaring that the Lord God omnipo- 1 
| tent reigneth ; that the marriage of the Lamb is 1 
| come, and his bride made ready ; and proclaim- 1 
| ing them happy that are called to the marriage- 3 


| ſupper of the Lambz; all which reſpect the 2 
ſpyritual reign of Chriſt, now introduced by tlie 
ruin of antichriſt. | 8 
2dly, There will follow upon this a general 
ſpread of the goſpel; for which way will be 
made into the ſeveral nations of the world, by 


7 OR 


the pouring out of the vials. The goſpel had 
a very great ſpread in the firſt times of it. The 3 
apoſtles having a commiſſion to go into all the 
world, and preach the goſpel to every creature, 
accordingly carried it not only into the ſeveral |? 
parts of Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, but into 4 
neiglibouring cowttries and iſlands, Phenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch, and even into all the 7 
y Rev. xv. 1, 2, 3. 2 Rev. xix. 1, 2. 6. 7. 9. 1 
Gentile 5 

f 


. 


Gentile nations; the apoſtle Paul himſelf went 
from Jeruſalem, round about to IIlyricum, 
preaching the goſpel of Chriſt, which, he ſays, 
was come into all the world, and preached to 
every creature under heaven; and by one or 
other of the apoſtles it was carried into all the 
then known parts of the habitable world a, as it 
ſeems it was to be before the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem; for our Lord ſays b, The goſpel of 
the kingdom ſhall be preached in all the world, 
for a witneſs unto all nations, and then ſhall the 
end come ; the end of the world to the Jews, 
the end of their civil and church-ſtate, when 
. their temple ſhould be deſtroyed, and not one 
ſtone left upon another, And ever ſince it has 
J been preached in one place or another; and | 
ſometimes has had a greater ſpread, and ſome- | 
0 times a leſſer; but now it is brought into a very | | 
8 narrow compaſs, and lies in very few hands; | 
2 there are but few perſons that preach it in the 
purity of it; the times are now, or near at 
hand, which Dr. Owen ſeems to have had in | 
1 view, of whom it is reported he ſhould ſay, that 
1 the time 1s coming when a faithful miniſter 
C would be more precious than fine gold, even 
than the golden wedge of Ophir ; meaning they 
would be ſcarce and rare, referring to the paſ- 


a Vid, Fabricii Lux Evangelii, p. 83. b Matt. xxiv. 14. 
| ſage 


— 


i # 

_ fage in Iſa. xiii, 12. And few there are that re- 
ceive the goſpel 1 in the power of it, cordially 
embrace it, and ſincerely profeſs it, and walk 
according to it; it looks like the time our Lord 
ſpeaks of hap he ſhould come, and. would not 
be able to find farth, the doctrine of faith, on 
| the earth, 


a free courſe, and run and be glorified, The 
earth, the inhabitants of it, will be filled with a 
ſpiritual and ſaying knowledge of God and Chriſt, 
communicated by it, and of the truth of it ; and 
that not in a ſuperficial way and manner, but 
even as the waters cover the ſea d, which are 
very deep, and large, and ſpreading, and which 
knowledge will be communicated to à large num- 
ber of perſons. This will be, when the angel, 
not auy particular miniſter, as Luther, or any 
other, but a ſet of goſpel miniſters in the latter 
day, fo called from their office, all flee in the 
mid/t of heaven,; , diſcharge their office with 
great readineſs and ſwiftneſs, and in the moſt 
public manner in the church of God; having 
the everlaſting goſpel, not a little dry morality, 
but the goſpel of the grace of God, the good 
_ news of life and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; which 
conſiſts of everlaſting things, of everlaſting love, 


© Luke xviii. 8, d Ifa, xi. 9. 


an 


But though the goſpel is now 
within ſuch narrow limits, ere long it will have 
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an \ everlaſting covenant; an everlaſting Saviour, 
and everlaſting ſalvation ; and which was or- 
dained before the world, as well as will conti- 
nue to the end of it; having this not in their 
heads only, but in their hearts, and in their 
mouths, and a commiſſion to preach it to them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people e. Theſe 


will be very diligent and induſtrious, ſpare no 


pains, be indefatigable in their work; they will 


be many, and will run to and fro; and by this 
means knowledge will be zncreaſed* : this will 


be the time, even in the Philadelphian ſtate, 


when there will be an open door ſet, which ng 


man can ſhuts; an opportunity of preaching 
the goſpel every where, and which will be ta- 


ken and uſed ; when a wonderful door of utter- 


ance will be given to miniſters of the word, 
who will open their mouths freely and boldly, 
and with great ſucceſs. The doctrines of the 
goſpel are the living waters, ſo called, for their 
refreſhing and quickening nature, both to dead 
ſinners and drooping ſaints, that at this time 


ſhall go out of Feruſalem, the church of God; 


half of them towards the former ſea, or the eaſt- 


ern ſeah, as the Targum; the Perſian ſea, 


e Rev. xiv. 6, f Dan. xii. 4. 
3 Rev. iii. 8. h Ima mducha. 


which 
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Which lay eaſt of Jeruſalem, and fo before it; 
and half of them toward: the hinder ſea, or the 
weſtern ſea i, as the ſame paraphraſe 3 the Medi- 
terranean ſea, which lies to the weſt of Jeruſa- 
lem, and ſo behind it; and both denoting the 
{pread of the goſpel in the latter day, eaſt and 
weſt, for the converſion of the eaſtern nations in 
China, Tartary, Perſia, &c. and for the conver- 


ſion of the weſtern nations in Europe; in ſunt- 


mer and in winter fhall it bek, Theſe was 
ters will be ever flowing, theſe doctrines will be 


conſtantly preaching ; nor will the miniſtry of 


the word be hindred by any heat of perſecution, 
or by any coldneſs or indifference to it. 

34/y, There will be very large converſions 
every where, 1n the ſeveral parts of the world : 
in all Popiſh countries, and antichriſtian ſtates ; 
even the ten kings, that have given their king- 
doms to the beaſt, have been aſſociates of anti- 
chriſt, and reigned with him, ſhall withdraw 
from him; they and their ſubjects ſhall revolt 
from him, and be converted, and embrace the 
pure goſpel : as it will be the chriſtian princes 
and potentates that will pour out the ſeven vials 


on antichriſt, they will carry the goſpel with 


them wherever they go; or, however, the mi- 
niſters of it will follow cloſely at their heels, 


i Ina mpnrbah, k Zech. xiv, 8. 


way 
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way being made by the former for them, whoſe 
miniſtry will meet with great ſucceſs every 
where; and thoſe that eſcape the judgments of 
God in theſe nations, will not only be affrighted 
at them, but will be truly converted by the goſ- 
pel, and give glory to the God of heaven l. In 
the Mahometan nations, the Turkiſh woe be- 
ing paſt, and that empire being deſtroyed, and 
way made for the goſpel to be carried into the 
eaſtern kingdoms, great and large converſions 
will be made by it; there is a moſt glaring pro- 
phecy of this in Iſa. Ix, 7. which whole chapter 
concerns the ſpiritual and perſonal reign of 
Chriſt; All the flocks of Kedar ſhall be gathered 
together unto thee, the rams of Nebatoth ſhall 
miniſter unto thee; they ſhall come up with ac- 
ceptance on mine altar, and T wit glorify the 
houſe of my glory. Now Kedar and Nebaioth 
were the ſons of Iſhmael, Gen. xxv. 13. who 
ſettled in Arabia, the country now poſſeſſed by 
the Turks m; ſo that this is a prophecy of the 
converſion of multitudes in thoſe parts, where- 
by the intereſt of Chriſt will be increaſed, and 
his church glorified. Moreover, in all Pagan 


I Rev. xi. 13. X mi The Targum paraphraſes theſe 
word-, „ All the ſheep of the Arabians ſhail be gathered unto 
* thee, Ke.“ as it does the beginning of the preceding verſe, 
© The miltitude of the Arabians ſhall! cover thee round about,” 


1) countries, 
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countries, the goſpel will make its way, and be 

ſucceſsful; the covering and veil of blindneſs 

and 1gnorance, caſt and ſpread over all people 

and nations n, will be removed by it; not only 

the darkneſs of Popery and Mahometaniſm, but 

the groſs darkneſs of Paganiſm ſhall flee away 

0 at the light and brightneſs of Zion's rifing ; the 

Gentiles ſhall come to it; the fulneſs and forces 

of them ſhall be brought into the church, be- 

ing converted by the word : and not only vaſt 

multitudes of the common people, but great per- 
ſonages alto; kings ſhall be enlightened by it; 
| | theſe ſhall come to Chriſt, fall down before him, 
| and worſhip him; theſe ſhall come into his 
| church, and become members of it ; kings ſhall 
be nung fathers, and queens nur/ing mo- 
thers to his people ; they ſhall bring their riches, 
honour, and glory into his houſe, and his ſaints 
ſhall ſuck the breasts of kings 9, be enriched, 
| honoured, and protected by them. This will 
| be the time when ze kingdom and dominion, 
and the greatneſs of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, ſhall be given to the people of the ſaints 
of the Moſt High? ; not that there will be any 
change or alteration in the form or order of ci- 
vil government, which will be the ſame as 
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n Iſa, xxv. 7. o Iſa. lx. 1, 2, 3. f. 11. 16. and 
xlix. 33, Pſal. Ixxii. 10, 11. p Dan. vii, 27. 


now; 
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now ; there will be kings and queens then, 
as at this time, as theſe prophecies ſhew; it 
will not be until the perſonal reign of Chriſt 
takes place, that all rule, authority, and power, 
will be put detrun d, civil magiſtracy in the ſpi- 
ritual reign will continue as it is; only it will 
change hands, it will be entirely in the hands of 
Chriſtian kings and princes all the world over; 
and no doubt but it will be better exerciſed, be 
more orderly and regular ; and that truth and 
righteouſneſs will prevail every where, Burt I 
mult not forget the converfion of that conſider- 
able body of people the Jews, who have been 
preſerved a diſtin& people for ſeveral hundreds 
of years for this purpoſe ; the converſion of 
theſe people will be ſudden, and of them alto- 
gether; a nation ſhall be born at once", It 
looks as if their converſion would be like that 
of the apoſtle Paul; and he ſeems to hint that 
it will, when he ſays that he, in obtaining 
mercy, was a pattern to them which ſhould 
hereafter believes; meaning, perhaps, his own 
country menthat ſhould believe in Chriſt in the 
latter day, whoſe converſion would be ſimilar 
to his ; that as his converſion was ſudden, in 
the midſt of all his ignorance, unbelief, and re- 
bellion, and without the word, by the imme- 

q 1 Cor. xv. 24. r Ifa. Ixvi. 8. s 1 Tim. i. 16: 
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diate power and grace of God, ſo will theirs 
be in like manner; nor is it likely that their 
converſion ſhould be by means of the word, 
ſince there is ſuch an averſion in that people to 
the hearing of it; and a rare thing it is to ſee a 
Jew in a Chriſtian aſſembly. But, however, all 
Ifrael ſhall be called, converted, and ſaved t; there 
is a famous prophecy of this in Hol, iii. 4, 5. in 
the firſt of theſe verſes it is ſaid, The children of 
Iſrael fhall abide many days without a king, ad 


without a prince; without any civil government 


of their own, the ſce ptre having departed from them 


many hundred years ago; and without a fac vi- 


fice, daily or yearly, or on any occaſion ; they 


believing it to be unlawful to ſacrifice any 
where but in their own land, and at Jeruſalem, 
and on the altar of God there; and without 


an image, and without an ephod, and without 


zeraphim ; without any manner of idols, or 
1dol-worthip, they being not addicted to idola- 
try ſince their return from the Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity : and now as all theſe things are exactly 
fulfilled in them, ſo will in like manner that 
which follows; Afterwards ſhall the children 
of Ifraet return, by faith and repentance, from 
their evil way, from their impenitence and un- 


belief, and rejection of the Mettiah ; and /ceh 


t Rom. xi. 26. 
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the Lord their God, and David their king ; the 
Meſſich, the ſon of David, their King, as their 
own Targum paraphraſes it; and hall fear the 
Lord and his goodneſs in the latter days, in the 
ſpiritual reign of Chriſt ; and it 1s hinted at in 
the Philadelphian ſtate, Rev. iii. 9, Then will 
the children of Iirael appornt themſelves one 
head, which is Chriſt, whom they will own 
and acknowledge to be their Head, Lord, and 


King; and they ſhall come up out of the land, or 


countries, where they are, to their own land, 
and great ſhall be the day of Jezreet" ; and this 
will make a conſiderable part of the glory of 
Chriſt's ſpiritual reign, 

4thly, There will be at this time a large ef- 
fuſion of the Spirit of God: the prophecy in 
Joel, quoted in Acts 11. 179-20. was very ap- 
plicable indeed to the caſe of the apoſtles at the 
day of Penticoſt, but was not fully accompliſhed 
then; the Spirit was not poured upon al! fleſh, 
nor were thoſe ſigns in heaven in the full extent 
of them ſeen, then predicted in it; the pouring 
forth of the Spirit then was only a pledge aud 
earneſt of what will be in the latter days; ſome 
drops, as it were, were only let down then; 
hereafter the Lord will pour the water out of 
hits bucket, and his ſeed ſhall be in many wa- 


u Hoſ, i. 11, 
fers. 
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ters we it will be owing to this that the above 
events will have their accompliſhment ; the de- 
ſtruction of antichriſt will be by the Sprrit of 
Chriſt's mouth, which will blow a blaſt upon 
him ; the ſucceſs of the goſpel every where, and 
the large converſions of men, muſt be attri- 
buted to the plentiful effuſion of the Spirit that 
will attend it; particularly the converſion of 
the Jews will be owing entirely to he Sprrit of 
grace and ſupplication* poured out upon them, 
when they ſhall look on him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn ; and it will be in conſe. 
quence of this extraordinary pouring out of the 
Spirit, that the following things will take place 
in this reign, 

1. The light of the goſpel, both in the preach- 
ers and profeſſors of it, will be very great, clear, 


and diſtinct; the tight of the moon, as in the pre- 9 
{ent diſpenſation, to which it may be compared, : 
ſhall be as the light of the fun, to which that . 
diſpenſation ſhall be like; and the [:ght of the ; 
fun hall be ſeven fold, as the light of ſeven 1 


days y; as if the light of ſeven days were col- 
lected together, and ſhone out at once; hyper- 
bolical expreſſions, ſetting forth the exceeding 
greatneſs of goſpel light in thoſe times: not only 1 
the watchmen, miniſters of the word, mall fee þ ' 

W Numb, xxiv. 7, x Zach. x11, 10. y Iſa, xxx. 26. 
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1 
eye to eye n, all truths clearly and diſtinctly; 
their ideas and ſentiments ſhall be regular and 
uniform; there will be an entire harmony and 
agreement between them; but even private 
Chriſtians, common members, all all know 
the Lord, and the things of the goſpel, in a very 
clear and comfortable manner, even from the 
leaſt unto the greateſt of thema; when God ſhall 
lay Zion's ſtones with fair colours, and her 


foundations with ſapphires, make her windows 


of agates, and her gates with carbuncles, and 
all her borders of pleaſant ſtones; then all 
her children ſhall be taught of God®, to ſuch a 
degree as they never were before, 1o clearly, 
fully, and univerſally. 

2. There will be great purity of goſpel- wor- 
ſhip and ordinances ; the temple of God will be 
opened in heaven; the true worthip of God will 
be reſtored, and obſerved according to the pri- 
mitive pattern; the ark of the tefttmony®© will 
be ſeen in it; the ordinances of the goſpel will 
be adminiſtered according to their original inſti- 
tution ; there will be no diſputes about the form 
or order of church government ; every thing re- 
lating to it will appear evident ; the ordinances 
will be kept as they were delivered ; nor will 


*. Ha. lii. 8. a Jer. xxxi. 34. b Iſa. liv. 11, 12, 13. 
c Rev. xi. 19, 
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* 
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there be any doubts about the manner of pets 
forming them, or the ſubjects to be admitted to 
them, or the ends to be anſwered by them ; all 
theſe things will ſtand in a cleat light ; and there 
will be no objector to them, or any diviſion 
about them ; nor will they ever be corrupted 
any more. 

3. Brotherly love, which is now waxen cold, 
will be in its height and glory, agreeable to the 
name of this ſtate, Philadelphia which figni- 
fies brotherly love: there will be no more con- 
tentions, animoſities, and quarrels: Ephraim 
ſhall not envy Judah, on account of pre-emi- 
- nence of office, gifts, and grace; and Judah ſhall 
not envy Ephraim d, by an haughty and over- 
bearing carriage, or with wrangling debates, and 
opprobrious language; the two ſticks of Ephraim 
and Judah ſhall be one in the hand of the Lord; 
there, will be a perfect harmony and love, no- 
thing to diſturb, diſtreſs and make uneaſy, or 
tend to alienate rhe affections of one from ano= 
ther; there will be no precking br2ar, nor griev- 
ing thorn © among them; they will be like the 
firſt Chriſtians, of one heart, and of one ſout, 
being of one mind, and of one judgment, all ſtu- 
dying to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond 
of peace. 


d Ifa, xi. 13, e Ezek, xxvili. 24. 


4. Holineſs 


E 
4. Holineſs, which becomes the houſe of God 


for ever, will now adorn every member in it; 


1 IF nor will there be ſo much immorality in the 
world as at this preſent time; holineſs will be as 
common as profaneneſs is now; In that day 
= there ſhall be upon the bells of the horſes holineſs 
to the Lord—yea, every pot in feruſalem and in 
= Judah ſhall be holineſs unto the Lord of Hoſis*: 


© Chriſt therefore takes his titles in writing to the 
church at Philadelphia, the emblem of the ſpi- 
ritual reign, ſuitable to its ſtate : as truth and 
; : holineſs ſhall then prevail, he addreſſes it thus, 
V Theſe things ſaith he that is holy, he that is 
3 trues; truth and holineſs go together; truth 


influences the heart, and that the life and con- 
verſation. 


5. There will be great peace and proſperity 


of all kinds, inward and outward, ſpiritual and 
temporal; in thoſe days of the Meſſiah's ſpiritual 
© reign, ſhall the righteous flouriſh, and abundance 
/ peace ſo long as the moon endurethÞ; as the 
ſaints will enjoy great peace of conſcience, and 
Z tranquility of mind, ſo they will have nothing 
; to diſturb them without ; there will be no more 
2 perſecution, there will be none to kurt or deſtroy 


2 LG = ZÜ.; * 
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7 in all the Lord's holy mountain' ; as there will 


f Zach. xiv. 20, 21. g Rev. iii. 7. h Pſal. Ixxii. 7. 


1 Ia, xi. 9. 
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be no diſcord among themſelves, ſo no diſtreſs f 
from any enemies; Violence ſhall no more be 
heard in their land, nor waſting and deſtruftion 
within their border k. O happy, halcyon days! 


I go on to obſerve, 


II. The glorious things which are ſpoken of, 4 
and will be done in the perſonal reign of Chrſt : 7 


towards the cloſe of the ſpiritual reign, things 
will be upon the decline; the Laodiceat 


church-ſtate will take place; there will be great 


coldneſs and luke-warmnets in ſpiritual things, 
which will be very offenſive to Chriſt ; the Spirit 
of God will withdraw his gracious influences; 
and there will be little left but external gifts, 


and outward riches and honour, on which gre:t 
ſtreſs will be laid; and there will be great boaſt- 
ing and bragging of them, as being u and in- 
creaſed with goods, and in need of nothing; 


whenas to ſpiritual grace, and the exerciſe of it, 


they will be wretched, and miſerable, and poor, ; 
and blind, and naked\; and need the advice 


that Chriſt gives them, of applying to him for 
gold, white-raiment, and eye-ſalve: a general 
ſleepineſs will ſeize profeſſors of religion; the 


wile as well as fooliſh virgins will ſlumber and 
{leep, when the approach of the bridegroom 1| 7 


K Iſa. lx, 18. 1 Rev. iii. 15, 16, 17, 18. 


near; 


E433 3 


bear; immorality and profaneneſs will again 
ob in the world; and it will be as in the days 


bt Noah and Lot; and in this condition will 
Chriſt find the world, and the church, when he 
| romes a ſecond time; which is what will in- 
troduce the glory of the following ſtate. 
= 1/, There will be a perſonal appearance of the 
Son of God, and a glorious one it will be: he 
will perſonally apppear, the Lord himſelf hail de- 
ſcend m, not by his Spirit, or by the communi- 
cation of his grace, or by his gracious preſence, 
5 before; but in perſon he will deſcend from 
the third heaven, where he is in our nature, 
zuto the air, where he will be viſible; every eye 
hall ſee him, when he cometh with cloud n, or 
Sn the clouds of heaven, which will be his cha- 
For: he will deſcend on earth at the proper time; 
and his feet ſhall ſtand upon the Mount of Oltves® ; 
on that ſpot of ground from whence he aſcended 
to heaven. Job ſeems to have this deſcent of 
his in view, when he ſaysp, He ſhall land at 
tlie latter day upon the earth ; which ſeems to 
reſpect not fo much his firſt coming, as his ſe- 
*cond ; ſince it is connected with the furrediva 
© of the dead. 


m 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. u Rev. i. 7, 
0 Zach. xiv. 4. p Job xix. 25» 


E 2 This 


LW} 
This appearance of Chriſt will be a very glo- 


rious one; it is called the glorious appearing of | 


the great God, and our Saviour Feſius Chrifi1; 
for he will appear under both characters to his 
people: when he appeared the firſt time, it was 
in the form of a ſervant, he came not to be mi- 
niſtered unto, but to miniſter ; but now he will 
come as King of kings, and Lord of lords; then 
he was lent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleth, 


bear the ſins, and work out the ſalvation of his Z ; 

people; but now he will appear without fin, to 
put them into the full poſſeſſion of the ſalvation 
obtained for them: he will come in lis 0wn © 
glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy an- 
gels"; he will appear in the glory of his Deity, | 
and all the perfections of it; who is /e breg/ht- | 
ns of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image | 
of has perſon *; it will then be evident, that he 
is the Lord God mmi potent that reigneth ; and 


that he is omniſcient, the ſearcher of the hearts, 
and trier of the reins of the children of ment; 
and he will be ſeen in all the glory of his human 


nature, and with that glory he has with the Fa- 


ther as Mediator; all which, in ſome ſenſe, 
may be ſaid to be his Father's, becaule his divine 


q Tit. ii. 13. r Luke ix. 26. 
> Heb, i. 3. t Rev. xix. 6, and ii. 23. 
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glory is the ſame with his Father's; and his human 
and mediatorial glory is what he has from him; 
and he will come with all that power and autho- 
rity veſted in him by his Father, as the! judge 
of the world : he will be attended with his holy 
angels, as when on mount Sinai, and as when 
he aſcended to heaven; whom he will employ 
in one kind of ſervice or another, and who will 
make a conſiderable figure in this apparatus: to 
which may be added, that all the ſaints will 
come along with Chriſt ; the fouls of all that 
have departed from the beginning of the world, 
in order to be re-united to their bodies, which 
will now be raiſed ; there will be Adam, and 
there will be Abraham, and all the ante-dilu- 
vian and poſt-diluvian ſaints, Old and New Teſ- 
tament ones; when Chriſt will be glorified in 
them, and admired by them, and they ſhall ap- 
pear with him in glory. 

2dly, There will be a reſurrection of the bo- 
dies of the ſaints ; fe dead in Chrift, who died 
in union with him, believers in him, and parta- 
kers of his grace, ſhall vie firſt»; they will have 
the dominion over the wicked in the morning of 
the reſurrection, who will not riſe until the end 


of that day ; there will be a thouſand years diſt- 


u 3 Theſſ. iv. 16. 
ance 


— 1 
- 


EE 7 
ance between the reſurrection of the one aud of 
the other ; hence the reſurrection of the jull u, 
as that is named in diſtinction from that of the 
unjuſt, is called the fert reſurrection x. 

This reſurrection will be a very glorious one; 
it will net only be by the power of Chriſt, aud 
in virtue of union with him, but in entire con— 

formity to him; as by him will be the reſur— 
rection of the dead, and every one will riſe in 
his order, and they that are his at his coming, and 
becauſe they are his; ſo they will be fafitoned 
like unto his glorious bodyy; though they 
are laid vile bodies in the grave, they will rife 
glorious ones; the body that is ſown in corrup- 
tion, will be raiſed in incorruption; and though 
ſown in diſhonour, will be raiſed in glory; be- 
ing /own in weakneſs, it will be raiſed in pow- 
er; and from a natural body will be rarſed a 
ſpiritual one :; and the righteous, in foul and 
body, Hall fhine forth as the ſun in the king- 
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dom of their Father a. 5 
zaty, The next thing will be the change%of f 
living ſaints: this is Ze myſtery the apoſtle ſays 4 
he would ſhew the Corinthians ; and perhaps he ; 
was the firſt man that was led into it, or, how- | 7? 
ever, the firſt that ſhewed it to others, that we | 
w Luke xiv. 14. x Rev. xx. 6, 6. y Phil, iii. 2 f. ö 
2 1 Cor. xv. 42, 43, 44. a Matt. xiii. 44. 9 
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ſhall not all fleep, or die, but we Hall all be 
changed b; even thoſe that die: ſuch as will be 
alive at the coming of Chriſt, ſhall undergo a 
change epuivalent to death; their bodies ſhall be 
changed from mortal to immortal, from cor- 
ruptible to incorruptible ones; and their ſouls 
ſhall become at once perfectly pure and holy. 
I have ſometimes thought, that that change 


which paſles upon the hearts of the people of 


God at the inſtant of death, or will paſs upon 
living faints at the time I ſpeak of, when hearts 
ſo full of finfull luſt, pollution, and wickedneſs, 
will be at once cleared of all, is a greater evi- 
dence and diſplay of the power of God, than 
the change that paſſes upon their bodies, either 
at the reſurrection, or at this time. This being 
done, theſe living ſaints changed, ſhall be caught 
up together with the raiſed ones, to meet the 
Lord in the air c ; where it ſeems as if he and 
they ſhould ſtop a while, until an after event is 
accompliſhed. 

 4thly, The precious duſt of the ſaints being 
collected out of the earth, and their bodies raiſed 
and united to their fouls, and living ones changed, 
and both taken up from hence; and with the 
Lord, the general conflagration will begin; he 
heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and 


b 1 Cor. xv. 51. e 1 Theſſ. iv. 17. 
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the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat ; Fr 


earth alſo, and the works that are therein; 
ſhall be burnt up, with all the wicked in it; 


for the heavens and the earth that now are, 
that is, the earth, with its ſurrounding atmoſ- 


phere, are kept in ſlore, reſerved unto fire, for 
the perdition of ungodly mend; when, 

5thly, There will ſucceed new heayens and 
a new earth, which God has promiſed, and 
which, the Apoſtle Peter ſays, ſaints look for 
according to his promiſe ; and which the apoſ- 
tle John had a viſion of e. In this new earth 
Chriſt will deſcend and dwell ; here the taber- 
nacle of God will be with men, and he ſhall dwell 


| 201th them *: this will be the ſeat of Chriſt's per- 


ſonal reign; here he will reign before his antients 
gloriouſly ; here he will 8 his palace, and 
keep his court, and diſplay his glory, and tlie 
greatneſs of his majeſty; and here his people 
will dwell with him, who will now be al! 
righteous, perfectly 10, even righteouſneſs itſelf; 
for in theſe new heavens and new earth will 


| dwell righteouſneſs s; nothing ſhall enter into 


this glorious new Jeruſalem-ſtate, that makes 
an abomination or a lie; it will be perfectly an 


d 2 Pet. iii. 7. 10» e 2 Pet. iii. 3. Rev. xxi. 1. 
＋ Rev. xxi. 3. 8 Iſa. Ix, 21. 2 Pet. 111, 13. 
Rev. xxi. 276 
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0 holy city; conſiſting wholly of holy perſons ; 
E wherefore bleffed and holy is he that hath part 
en the firſt reſurrection e nor will there be any 
enemy to annoy the ſaints in this ſtate ; the 
wicked will be all burnt and deſtroyed at the 
7 general conflagration z the beaſt and falſe prophet, 
before this, will be caſt alive into the lake of fire 
; burning with brimſtone ; Satan will be bound 
by Chriſt, and caſt into the bottomleſs pit, 
Where he will remain till the thouſand years 
© are fulfilled : for ſo long will this ſtate continue; 
ſo long Satan will be bound; ſo long the ſaints 
will live and reign with Chriſt i; this will be the 
day of the Lord, which is as a thouſand years, 
and which thouſand years will be as one day k. 
: 4 At the cloſe of theſe years Satan will be looſed 
again, and the wicked dead will be raiſed! ; 
which, with the whole poſſe of devils, will 
make the Gog and Magog army, who ſhall be 


in the four quarters of the world, and go upon 


the breadth of the earth; and whoſe number 
= {hall be as the fand of the ſea, being all the 
nun Rev. xx. 6. i Rev. xx. 1—0, k 2 Pet. iii. 8. 
1 As I do not ſuppoſe that the earth, at the conflagration, 
will be annihilated, or be deſtroyed, as to the ſubſtance of it, 
only purified by fire, refined and cleared of all noxious qualities, 
and thertore called a new earth; ſo (conſidering the omnipotence 
of God) there can be no difficulty about the repoſitories of the 
aſhes of the wicked, or the place from whence they will be raifed, 
any more than about the place where the duſt of Adam, and all 


from the beginning of the world, is laid up. 


Wot wicked 


L 421 


wicked that have been from the beginning of 


the world; a large army indeed, ſuch an one as 
never was before, conſiſting of enraged devils, 


and of men raiſed with all that malice and wick- 
edneſs they died in, with Satan at the head of 
them; by whom they will be animated to make 
this laſt feeble and fooliſh effort, for their reco- 
very and liberty; in order to Which they will 
compaſs the camp of the ſaints about, the be- 
loved city; who will be in no manner of pain and 
uncaſineſs at the appearance of this ſeeming for- 
midable army ; being clothed with immortality, 
{ſecured by the power of God, and Chriſt being in 
perſon with them ; when fire ſhall come down 
from heaven and devour the wicked ; the wrath 
of God ſhall ſeize them, diſtreſs and terrify them; 
divert them from their purpoſe, and throw them 
into the utmoſt conſternation and confuſion ; 


and when they ſhall be dragged to the tribunal IX 


of Chriſt, and ſtand before him, ſmall and great, 
and be judged according to their works, and caſt 
into the lake of fire; where they will be in 
company with the devil, the beaſt, and falſe 
prophet, and be tormented with them for ever 
and ever m, 

This will iſſue in the ultimate glory; when 
the {ſaints ſhall be for ever with the Lord; ſhall 
fee him as he is; enjoy uninterrupted commu» 


m Rev, xx. 7—15. 
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g on with Father, Son, and Spirit; have the 
company of angels, and be in poſſeſſion of thoſe 
things which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
nor has it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive of. But my intention being only to give 
you an account of the glorious things that ſhall 
be in the ſpiritual and perſonal reign of Chriſt ; 
here I ſtop, here I end, and cloſe all with a 
word or two. 

1. All this ſhews and proves, that the church 
and people of God are the objects of his love, that 
he loves the gates of Zion indeed ; the church is 
his Hephzibah, in whom he delights, and to 
® whom he is married; and therefore has he ſaid 
theſe glorious things of her; and therefore will 
he make them good: and if the ſaints have an 
intereſt in the love of God, they need not care 
what the world ſay or think of them, or what 
they can do unto them ; though they are with 
them the offscouring of all things, they are pre- 
cious in the fight of God. 

2. It is evident from hence, that the church 
of Chriſt 1s laſting and durable, and cannot be 
deſtroyed ; its foundation is in the holy moun- 
tains; it is built on a rock the gates of hell 
cannot prevail againſt ; its walls, in the ſpiritual 
reign, are ſalvation, and its gates praiſe : and 
what a deſcription have we of it; of its wall 
and foundation, of its ſecurity and glory in the 
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| perlonal reign, Under the name of th New Jen 
ruſalem? It will continue through every age, 
and come into every ſtate it is ſaid it ſhould, 
and will endure to all etertiity, 

3. Seeing ſuch glorious things are ſpoken of 
it, and that by the Lord, we need not doubt; 
but ſhould believe, there will be a performance 
of them; and ſhould be looking for them, and 
at the worſt ſhould lift up our heads with joy, 
ſince our redemption draws near. 

4. Happy are thofe that belong to this city, 
who are fellow- citizens with the ſaints, and of 

the houſhold of God; whoſe citizenſhip is in 
heaven, and they have a right to enter in through ® 
the gates into the holy city, the new Jeruſalem; 
but miſerable will thoſe be that will be with⸗ 
out, for without are dogs; and then he that is 
unjuſt, will be unjuſt Rill ; ; and he that is fil- 
thy, will be filthy {till z and he that is riphtes 
' ous, will be righteous ſtill; and he that is holy, 
will be holy ſtilln. A, AU 64. 
n Rev. xxii, 11. 
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| Int the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be Publiſhed, 
A Sermon preached Dec, 1753, entitled, 
Faith in God, and his Word, the Eftabliſhmen! 
———— Proſperity of has People. 
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